Subsurface material in outer hair cells.
Tannic acid stains a homogenous material inside the outer hair cells of the organ of Corti of the guinea pig. This material is always placed between the plasma membrane and the first layer of subsurface cisterns, but only in those areas along the lateral surface of the outer hair cell lining the spaces of Nuel. The possibility that this material is related to some particular function of outer hair cell lateral face is discussed.